
Help make the Silent Auction fun and filled 
with good items.  Pick up something between 
now and conference time and help fill the ta-
bles.
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Conference Information
We’ll see you here - at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort!

Conference Agenda, Speaker Line Up and Conference Agenda, Speaker Line Up and 
Registration Inside!Registration Inside!

Deadline for Early Registration Deadline for Early Registration 
is December 22, 2025!is December 22, 2025!

Also inside the AMTOPP Scholarship Application ($1,000) Due Jan 5Also inside the AMTOPP Scholarship Application ($1,000) Due Jan 5

Needed
Silent

R e m e m b e r 
to bring a bag, 
a box, or many 
bags or boxes of 
non perishable 
food.

Raffle Tickets Are Available!
Contact a Board Member or the AMTOPP office if you are interested.
The proceeds fund the AMTOPP Scholarship Program for 4H, FFA, 

and this year AMTOPP Members

$700 Gift Card 
$300 Gift Care

1 Night Stay at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, 18 hole green fee for 2 w/cart and $100 Gift Card

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

$10 

N
am

e ________________

A
ddress_______________

C
ity _________________

Phone ________________

Two Conferences in One Week!
Some years ago, AMTOPP was known as AMTOP (Association of  Mon-

tana Turf  and Ornamental Professionals).  The additional “P” for Pest was 
added to include the Pest Management Professionals.  AMTOPP’s goal is to 
provide as many educational opportunities to obtain CEUs for the diversi-
fied members who make up AMTOPP.  

Over the past couple of  years, classes were offered during the conference 
to provide CEUs to the Pest Management companies, something that was 
lacking in Montana.  The 2025 conference classes tailored to pest manage-
ment were filled for every class.  

As we are almost at capacity for the Thursday and Friday conference, 
which focuses on Ornamental, Turf, and Trees, the solution for 2026 is to 
offer a standalone conference for Pest Management on Tuesday, January 
27.   So the schedule is set for a one-day conference and trade show for Pest 
Management.  Six classes offering a CEU for each hour (6), and a trade show 
to meet and network with suppliers and others in the industry.

Thursday, January 29-30, will host the Ornamental, Turf, and Tree con-
ference and trade show with the usual events that all have become accus-
tomed to.

Afterwards, the Board of  Directors will evaluate and plan how to continue 
to build this side, or this “P” of  AMTOPP.

On another note about the conference and the Fairmont Hot Springs 
Resort venue. In reviewing the evaluations after the conference, there are 
requests for a new venue.   The board of  directors is aware of  the cost of  
attending the conference and works to keep the cost as low as possible.  Oth-
er venues have been looked at and priced; however, to move to another, 
more updated site means the cost of  the conference would triple, and major 
changes would happen to the overall conference.  Maybe change is good, but 
with change comes a price.  



President’s Message
As we look ahead to this year’s Win-

ter Conference, it’s hard to believe how 
quickly the year has passed. It’s been a 
season full of  challenges, growth, and 
adaptation — a reminder that even 
in an unpredictable world, AMTOPP 
continues to stand strong because of  its 
members and the solid foundation of  
service we’re built upon.

Our Summer Field Day was a great 
success, with an outstanding turnout 
and incredible participation from across 

the state. Events like that truly capture the spirit of  AMTOPP — pro-
fessionals coming together to learn, share, and support one another in 
the work we love.

This year, we’re proud to announce an exciting expansion: the addi-
tion of  an extra Winter Conference specifically focused on Structural 
Pest. This new offering is a reflection of  our commitment to meeting 
the evolving needs of  our industry and supporting the many disciplines 
that fall under our shared mission.

AMTOPP is growing and thriving not by chance, but because of  the 
dedication, passion, and service of  each of  you. Thank you for the work 
you do every day to strengthen our profession and our community. I 
look forward to seeing you at conference and continuing to build on the 
strong roots that make AMTOPP what it is.

With gratitude and respect,
Owen Nickol

2025 AMTOPP President

Page 2

Mark Your Calendars 
2027 Conference!            January 26-29

The AMTOPP Scholarship for $1,000 is open now!  
Look for the Application in this packet.  

Apply tody! Drawing will be Friday, January 30, 2026 at the conference!
Deadline is Monday, January 5, 2026 to get your application in.

Remember the

 
Please bring something to make 

it bigger and better.  It doesn’t 
need to be industry related. 

Help us reach 2000 pounds of 
Non Perishable Food this 

conference!
Donations go to the Anaconda 

Food Bank 



Pest Management Conference Line Up

Tuesday - January 27

He entered this industry as PMP and Wildlife Control 
Operator, where he dealt with general pests, squirrels, 
skunks, raccoons, coyotes, nutrias, beavers, bobcat, rabbits, 
birds, bats and rodents.      While working as a distribution 
representative and training specialist, he traveled around 
the Northwest and Southwest to train others in various pest 
management techniques while exchanging regional knowl-
edge and practices from professionals along the way.    He 
now covers the territories of  Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Nevada, and Northern California for Liphatech. It’s a large and 
diverse region with widely varying pest and wildlife issues, but Jon still prefers 
to be in the field talking with professionals and working to swap stories, trade 
tips, and help tackle tough pest issues..

Sanya is a highly motivated individual that has been a part 
of  the Pest Control Industry for more than 20 years.  Starting 
in Hawai’i at a Pest Control Company, to working at the larg-
est Distributor in Hawai’i, then moving onto providing sup-
port in the N. West as an Outside Sales Representative with 
Veseris.  She is now covering the Hawai’i and Pacific territory 
with Nisus Corp.

B.S. Agricultural Science;  Hawai’i Territory Manager-Ni-
sus Corporation; With Veseris - Outside Sales Representative; 
University of  Idaho Extension-R&D; BEI Hawai’i- Sales Representative

Professional licenses held: Pest Control Operators 
in California in Branch 2 and Branch 3 (general pest 
and termite control) owned and started a Pest Control 
Company in the State of  California which specialized 
in bird management. I held a Pest Control Advisors 
License (PCA in several categories) which allowed me 
to write written recommendations on how to control 
the following pests:  vertebrate, non- vertebrate, weeds, plant pathogens 
for agriculture as well as specialty chemical industry.

Stephen has been the Vertebrate Pest Specialist for the 
Montana Department of  Agriculture since 2015. Stephen is 
an ACE™ (Associate Certified Entomologist) and is a prolif-
ic writer and speaker on human-wildlife conflicts. He has a 
particular passion for wildlife damage identification and hu-
man-wildlife interactions.

Alea Pedroza is from Orange County, CA. She received her Bachelor of  
Science degree in Biological Sciences and a Master of  Science degree in Plant 
Biology from UC Riverside. She holds a pesticide certified applicator (PCA) 
license and a qualified applicator license (QAL) for the state of  California. 

During her graduate studies, she conducted turfgrass research on salinity 
and water management, along with evaluating herbicides and fungicides in 
turf. She joined FMC as a Market Specialist in March 2014, covering the turf  
and ornamental market on the west coast. In 2016, she expanded her role, 
covering both structural pest and T&O markets for FMC. In 2023, she became 
fully dedicated to supporting FMC’s pest business on the west coast. After di-
vestment of  FMC’s specialty business to Envu, Alea joined Envu as Area Sales 
Manager covering pest management business in PNW and Hawaii, starting 
February 2025.

Biology and Control of  Voles and Pocket Gophers
Biology, life cycle, general understanding of  voles and pocket gophers. Con-

trol options including labeled products, physical elimination, and environmen-
tal correction/IPM. Label comprehension, PPE, minimizing translocation of  
pesticide products, secondary concerns, treatment strategies, and understand-
ing realistic expectations for applicators and customers

Ants - Understand Ant Behavior and the
 Chemistry You Use

Common ant ID/biology, IPM geared towards ants, Formulation/chemical 
why/where/when- Rotation of  products. In this discussion we will cover label-
ling, safety, the environment, chemical control, and equipment.

Active Ingredients and Formulations
Common ant i.d./ biology, IPM geared towards ants, Formulation/ chem-

ical why/where/when- Rotation of  products. In this discussion we will cover 
labelling, safety, the environment, chemical control, and equipment.

Bed Bugs - Behaviors and Control Options
The Course will overview bed bug biology and why bed bugs are dif-

ficult to control. How to manage difficult accounts, as well overcoming 
challenges. Will explore different control strategies.

Rodenticides and Baiting Strategies 
for Commensal Rodents

This one-hour presentation reviews rodenticide risks, active ingredients, and 
the use of  tamper resistant bait stations in and around buildings. Special atten-
tion will be paid to discussing the differences between first- and second-gen-
eration anticoagulants as well as the mode of  action for non-anticoagulant 
rodenticides. Best practices related to the use of  tamper-resistant bait stations 
will be emphasized to reduce risks of  non-target exposure. Applicators will 
learn how toxicity is measured, the weaknesses of  those measurements, and 
how to select and select active ingredients for various situations. Finally, the 
training will highlight the importance that exclusion and record keeping have 
on effective rodent control and how to implement those practices.

Back Yard Mosquito Control
The presentation will focus on Integrated Pest Management; mosquito ID, 

biology and behavior; mosquito management cultural and chemical; as well as 
new mosquito management solutions for residential areas.  Topics addressed 
will be safety; environment; Pest ID/Biology; Pesticide/Chemical Control; and 
Calibration.

Jon Paulsen
Liphatech, Inc

 Sanya Brandow-Kettler
Nisus

 Casey Johnson
Veseris

Rob Ives
Control Solutions Inc

Stephen Vantassel
Montana Department of Agriculture

Alea Pedroza
EnvuCasey holds a Bachelor of  Science degree from BYU-Ida-

ho. He is an Associate Certified Entomologist (ACE) with 
over two decades of  experience in the pest control industry, 
Over the years he has developed a strong knowledge in both 
business operations and technical aspects of  the industry. Ca-
sey was a partner in a multimillion-dollar PCT Top 25 pest 
control company, where he played a key role in growth and 
innovation. In 2023, he sold his ownership stake to his part-
ners and transitioned into my current role with Veseris, where he continue to 
contribute to the industry’s advancement. Casey also serves as a board member 
of  the Idaho Pest Management Association. 

Outside of  his professional life, Casey is passionate about spending quality 
time with his wife and six children.He enjoy outdoor activities such as hunting, 
fishing, and camping.
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Application - AMTOPP Scholarship
A $1,000 scholarship will be given to an AMTOPP member, including their employees, or any immediate family member 
involved in or desiring to be involved in horticulture, arboriculture, or landscaping. The application can be for any edu-
cational purposes in these areas or something that enhances their skills working in these areas.

Application deadline is Monday, January 5, 2026.  Postmarked that day or emailed that day.

Name:________________________________________________________________

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________, State: ______  Zip: ____________

Phone: ____________________________________ Email: ______________________________________

Please answer the following questions with 1-3 complete sentences.

1.  What is the educational opportunity in which you would like to participate?

2.  How will this educational opportunity benefit you and improve your ability to serve in
your area of industry?

3. What are your goals for your future in this industry, and how does this education help
you to achieve those goals?

4. Why should you receive this scholarship?

5. What factors support your need for this scholarship?

Mail completed application to:

AMTOPP, Executive Director, Trudie Southwick , 173 Cottonwood Rd, Townsend, MT 59644

Email:  scan all documents and send as a PDF or Word Document to: amtopp@amtopp.org



Conference Ornamental Turf and Tree Line Up

Pesticide License 
Exams

Page 5

Offering Again This Year
 
The Montana Department of  Agriculture is 

offering pesticide dealer and applicator licens-
ing exams at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort on 
Wednesday, January 28 from 1-6 PM in Room 
108. If  you wish to obtain a license, add, or re-
new a license category all exams will be available. 
These are closed book exams consisting of  50-75 
multiple choice questions (depending upon the 
category). The passing score is 80%. All testing materials will be pro-
vided. You will need to provide a picture ID.

Jim Ingram oversees 195 operations and 3,200 teammates as President and Chief  Operating Officer of  Bartlett Tree 
Experts in the US, Canada, United Kingdom, Ireland and Mexico. Jim is a past Penn State University Instructor of  
Forest Resources.  He is an award-winning author and lecturer who served as president of  the American Society of  Con-
sulting Arborists, Director and Instructor of  the ASCA Academy, Chair of  the International Society of  Arboriculture 
Certification Board and past Chair Council of  Tree and Landscape Appraisers.  Significant industry awards include the 
ISA Award of  Merit, TCIA Chair’s Award, Pennsylvania State Forest Academy Award, Cape Cod Landscape Legacy 
Award, and Penn State Volunteer of  the Year Award.

	 Listen, Learn and Lead...Building Bridges Between Generations...
Understand, respect and honor the experiences, thoughts, ideas, dreams, challenges, and opportunities of  people who are younger and older 

than you.  Understanding the experiences that shape your own life will help to understand the lives of  others; thus helping everyone to better 
communicate, learn, prosper, and care for those in your own generation and every other generation.

Keynote Speaker - Jim Ingram   MCA, RCA 294, BCMA 0234B

Bartlett Tree Experts, President and Chief  Operating Officer

Lawn, Tree & Pest Control Products &                       
Spraying Equipment 

2680 Commerce Rd, Rapid City SD 57702 
800-658-5457—605-342-7644   

Catalog online Warnechemical.com or mail 

Complete line of sprayers      
designed to meet you needs 

& budget!  
Tanks, Pumps, Hoses,         

Handguns & Parts             
Lots of Parts! 

Professional Plant Health 
Products, Soil Treatments, 

Fertilizers, Fungicides,  
Insecticides, Miticides & 
Tree Injection Systems 

Montana Department of 
Agriculture Introduces

Changes to Certifications & 
Numbers Coming In 2026

The Montana Department of  
Agriculture has updated its num-
bering system for pesticide appli-
cator certification categories. This 
change reflects the department’s 
transition to the new Accela pes-
ticide database and our goal of  
aligning Montana’s category 
numbers more closely with those 
used in 40 CFR and other states.

These revisions will support im-
proved reciprocity for applicators 
seeking recognition across state 
lines and will streamline licens-
ing consistency nationwide. The 
updated category designations 
will appear on 2026 licenses and 
within the Accela system during 

license renewal.
This update also introduces 

a new certification category for 
Non-Soil Fumigation, required 
for applicators using restricted 
use fumigants. Importantly, these 
adjustments will not affect credit 
status or existing certification va-
lidity during the transition period.

The department appreciates 
your patience and cooperation as 
we transition to the new pesticide 
programs database and work to 
improve service delivery for all 
applicators.

See page eleven and twelve for 
the list of  new certifications and 
numbers

Submitted by: Mathew Deaton
Montana Dept of Agriculture
Pesticide Training and 
Development Supervisor
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Tuesday - January 27 

Misty is a familiar face for the First Aid, traveling 
from Miles City area the weather seems to always 
challenge her trip over.

Misty has been and EMT with Rosebud County 
Ambulance Service over 15 years; teaching CPR & 
First Aid more than 8 of  those years. 

Medical Fist Aid/CPR

Pre Registration Required

For non heath care providers or professional rescuers; provide stu-
dents with information to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence 
to respond to a medical emergency.                          NOTE:  This class 
is limited to 12. 

Misty Sleaford, Rosebud County 
Ambulance Service

Dr. John Ball
 South Dakota State University

and
Mitch Sangl

Dr. John Ball

Mitch Sangl

 Tree work is among the most hazardous professions in the US. Con-
tact with electric current ranks as one of  the leading causes of  death 
among arborists. This workshop covers the Z133 standards and OSHA 
regulations that pertain for residential/commercial tree workers who 
work in trees that are within 10 feet of  any electrical or communication 
wires. This training is required for any tree worker who find themselves 
do this type of  work. We will also cover safe work practices and touch 
on the other hazards performing tree work.  We will also address the 
updates for Z133-2026 revision. 

This class has limited seating. 

Wednesday - January 28 
 Pre Registration Required

Many of  you know Dr. Ball,  a regular for our EHT 
class and many others.

He is currently a Professor of  Forestry at South Da-
kota State University in Brookings, SD with a split 
appointment in teaching, extension and research.

Mitch is the Owner of  Ponderosa Tree Care in 
Bozeman, Montana. He aids clients, both residential 
and commercial, in maintaining all aspects of  tree 
health including tree pruning, removals, and plant 
health care. 

Mitch has always carried a passion for the outdoors 
growing up. Hunting, fishing, hiking, and snow-
boarding are a few of  his favorite outdoor activities. 
Mitch followed this passion, pursuing a career as a wildlife biologist. His 
favorite class in college was forest ecology, which fueled his interest in 
the tree care industry. With this newfound interest, he decided to obtain 
a degree in forestry. Mitch received his Bachelor’s Degree in Biological 
Sciences and a Master’s Degree in Plant Science from South Dakota 
State University. While attending college, Mitch worked for a local tree 
company to gain hands-on experience within the green industry. He 
also competed in collegiate tree-climbing competitions throughout the 
country. 

Mitch has been in the tree care industry since 2015, holding various 
positions from tree climber, crew foreman, safety coordinator, and ar-
borist consultant. He has held those positions in both private and cor-
porate tree companies. He is an ISA Certified Arborist, Certified Tree 
Care Safety Professional, Qualified Tree Risk Assessor, and Qualified 
Trainer through TCIA. 

Dr. Ball will be presenting two other classes during the confer-
ence, see page 24 for those descriptions.

First Receiptant of New Scholarship: 
The Association of Montana Turf 

Ornamental and Pest
 Professionals Leadership Scholarship in

 Honor of Dr. John Ball at 
South Dakota State University.

Congratulations Carter Wright!

Carter, an Agronomy major. is 
the first receiptant of  this schol-
arhip.  

Contributors to the this Schol-
arship fund made it possible to provide it for the 2025/26 semester.  
AMTOPP looks to fund it again for the 2026/27 semester and make it 
a regular committment.

This scholarship fund was set up in honor of  Dr. John Ball, a long time 
contributor as a speaker during many AMTOPP conferences.
  
Selection of  the recipient(s) is based on the following criteria prefer-
ences:

Electrical Hazard Training

	 •A student pursuing stud-
ies in plant science and maintaining 
a 3.0 GPA or above. 
	 •A student demonstrating 
financial need.

The recipient of  the Scholarship is 
selected by a university scholarship 
committee.
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Hannah Horns

Mark Chisholm

Trouble in the Trees: Common Pests and Diseases 
Affecting Montana’s Urban Forest

Montana’s trees face a variety of  health challenges, many of  which 
stem from pest infestations, disease outbreaks, and environmental 
stressors. This session will guide attendees through the process of  iden-
tifying symptoms and signs of  tree decline, understanding how different 
tree species respond to these threats, and applying practical strategies 
for prevention and management. Emphasis will be placed on integrat-
ed pest management (IPM) approaches, recognizing when intervention 
is necessary, and evaluating available treatment options. Whether you 
manage urban trees, work in forestry, or care for trees on private prop-
erty, this session will provide valuable insights to support long-term tree 
health and resilience across Montana’s diverse landscapes.

How To Work from the Hook Side of  the Crane
This presentation will take a deep look into the many tips that Mark 

has learned through decades of  doing crane work. Job site photos and 
videos to help display real world scenarios, this sessions promises to 
keep your attention and reward you for your attendance with tips that 
are sure to help you refine your crane skills. 

Leading By Example
Leadership is a difficult proposition for some, but is a skill that can be 

learned. We will discuss things that identify true leadership, learn how 
to build it and how to preserve it. Some of  the areas we will address 
are: Establishing good communication skills with your crew, the client, 
management, contractors and the general public. Why it is important 
to practice and follow standards, regulations, and laws in the workplace 
as well as outside; being an example at work and outside of  work. Re-
spect of  client’s property, company property, respect of  crew members, 
and others. Listening skills: crew and management personnel Practice 
learning agility - problem solving, managing situations on the job, at the 
job site, and in personal life. 

Business Strategies-Roundtable Discussion
 In this session - come prepared to share your journey in business and 

ask questions to get feedback on how you can improve your business. 
Mark will share key points that he has learned through working to grow 
his business through the years. How safety protocols are essential for 
cress and an important business aspect. The importance of  how laws 
and regulations in our industry can be beneficial. How good commu-
nication with the crew can beneficial and how the lack of  it can be a 
downfall on job sites

Rainbow Ecoscience
Aspen Tree Expert Co

Rooted in Practice: Cultural Management 
Strategies for Healthy Trees

Healthy trees don’t just happen—they’re the result of  thoughtful, 
hands-on care. This session dives into the cultural side of  tree man-
agement, covering everything from soil health and proper watering to 
outside the box thinking. We’ll talk about how tools like the AirSpade 
can be used to safely expose roots for inspection or remediation without 
damaging the tree. Whether you’re planting new trees or maintaining 
mature ones, you’ll leave with practical  tips to help trees thrive in re-
al-world conditions.

Hannah Horns is an Arboricultural Advisor at Rain-
bow Ecoscience, with a strong background in tree 
care, diagnostics, and industry collaboration. Over 
the years, she has worked closely with municipalities, 
landscapers, and commercial arborists to address 
plant health challenges across a wide range of  envi-
ronments across the United States. Hannah’s exper-
tise lies in plant health care strategies, integrated pest management, and 
practical field solutions that promote long-term tree vitality.

Mark Chisholm is a New Jersey Licensed Tree Ex-
pert and state climbing champion at the Internation-
al Tree Climbing Championships for more than 20 
years. 

He is a twenty-time NJ Tree Climbing Champion 
and three-time World Champion winning his third World title in Chi-
cago in 2010. Mark was World Champion in 1997 and 2001 and had 
second place finishes in 1996 and 2000. He has appeared at numerous 
TCI Expos doing climbing demonstrations, and frequently does climb-
ing seminars in New Jersey and around the world.
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Beth Thomas

Stephen Vantassel

Montana Department of Agriculture

In 2025, a vertebrate pest chapter was added to the Ornamental and 
Turf  Pesticide Category Training Manual. This 52-minute presenta-
tion reviews the content of  the supplemental chapter added to that 
manual for individuals preparing for the O & T pesticide applicator 
category. The training covers principles of  identification, vertebrate be-
havior, wildlife laws, pesticide use and regulations, animal dispatch and 
carcass disposal. Training concludes with cautions about the sensitivity 
needed when managing vertebrate pests.

Vertebrate Pest Control Additions 
to the O & T Category Manual

You Know the Drill...But Do You?
Have been to multiple presentations/talks about PPE and pesticide 

labels and think you have the content mastered? If  so, this presentation 
is tailored for you! Criteria to properly select PPE, where to find mini-
mum PPE requirements, and the cleaning, maintaining and disposing 
of  PPE will be revisited. In addition, different types of  labels, how and 
when to read a pesticide label, including names, ingredients, formula-
tions, signal words, symbols and their relative hazard level, precaution-
ary statements, and environmental hazard statements will be reviewed. 
Time will fly by with this interactive session and guaranteed fun and 
learning is in store!

Beth is the Pesticide Trainer and Development Spe-
cialist for the Montana Department of  Agriculture. 
Her role is to oversee and facilitate in-person and on-
line pesticide training for commercial and government 
applicators and dealers in Montana. Prior to this role, 
she taught secondary science for 29 years and science 
education at the collegiate level. In addition, she has 

developed and led many teacher trainings for educators in Montana. 
She enjoys teaching people of  all ages, learning new things, and ex-

ploring the world. In her free time, she likes to travel, spend time with 
her family, hike, read, kayak, and anything geology related.

Stephen has been the Vertebrate Pest Specialist for 
the Montana Department of  Agriculture since 2015. 
Stephen is an ACE™ (Associate Certified Entomolo-
gist) and is a prolific writer and speaker on human-wild-
life conflicts. He has a particular passion for wildlife 
damage identification and human-wildlife interactions.

Jake Degenstein 

In a world of  technology some of  the basic principles of  plant ID 
have been lost. This presentation will re-introduce us to the fundamen-
tals of  tree identification and biology. Highlighting the usefulness of  di-
chotomous keys and learning to distinguish features such as leaf  shape, 
bark texture, branching patterns, and reproductive structures. We will 
also cover some basic biology to help us understand how plants grow. 
Refreshing these practical skills and knowledge is essential for proper-
ly identifying tree species. I will summarize with reviewing the impor-
tance that tree ID and an understanding of  biology have in regards to 
pest management. Specifically involving the use of  pesticides

Jake Degenstein is a Plant Science Specialist for 
the Montana Department of  Agriculture based out 
of  Great Falls. He is a graduate of  the Universi-
ty of  Montana in Missoula with a degree in Forest 
Resource Management. Jake has just over a decade 
of  experience in the turf  and ornamental industry. 
He started with residential turfgrass management in-
volving fertilizer and pesticide applications. Jake later moved into the 
golf  course maintenance industry working as the lead spray technician 
which included a wide variety of  pest management practices. His cur-
rent position with the State of  Montana consists of  education, compli-
ance, and enforcement of  both State and Federal pesticide laws.

Tree ID/Biology and Dichotomous Keys





We will cover the pros of  certification and the benefits it offers 
through the educational aspect which includes pruning techniques, di-
agnosing/treatments, tree biology, safety and more.  How this certifi-
cation can enhance marketing when starting a business as well as with 
an established business.  Other things we will address is how to estimate 
work effectively and profitably and  also the advantages of  networking.

Montana has seen several storms over the last several years as well as 
many wildland fires that have had major impacts to our urban forests.  
The Incident Command System provides flexible, scalable organization 
for managing planned and unplanned events.  By utilizing this system, 
urban foresters, public utilities, and private contractors can pre-plan to 
better manage these events in a cohesive, coordinated approach.  This 
has immediate benefits for responder and public safety, setting measur-
able objectives, organizing and accomplishing tasks, promoting positive 
public relations, ethics, and professionalism. 

Attendees will learn the basics of  how the response to natural disas-
ters, other emergency incidents, and even planned events are common-
ly organized by local, state, and federal response organizations. The 
material presented in these two sessions will help you understand how, 
when, and where you and your company may be able to assist with 
response and/or recovery efforts associated with a natural disaster.  Ses-
sion 1 will cover Incident Command System (ICS) basics and Session 
2 will focus on applying ICS using interactive scenarios and exercises.
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Dudley Marburger
Dudley’s Trees Inc.

Greg Poncin and Rob Taylor

Dudley Marburger worked his way through college 
trimming trees while earning his Bachelor of  Science 
in Agricultural Economics at the University of  Ari-
zona.  After a stint in the cotton industry with Delta 
and Pine Land, he returned to the tree industry.  He 
worked for Davey Environmental as a Tree Care In-
structor, moved over to line clearance with Davey Tree, 
and then ran the Los Angeles District in the private division.   During 
this time in the tree industry, Dudley became a Certified Arborist with 
the International Society of  Arboriculture #165 WC.  He returned to 
Arizona and opened Dudley’s Trees, Inc. in 1985.  Over time he added 
landscaping, irrigation and consulting to its services.  After living sea-
sonally in Kalispell for seven years, Dudley’s Trees Inc. permanently 
relocated to the Flathead Valley in 2005.   Dudley has been providing 
quality tree care, expert witnessing, insurance assessments, diagnoses 
and tree and landscape education for over 35 years, and he has taught 
landscaping classes at Flathead Valley Community College for over 10 
years.  Dudley is active within the community of  Montana ISA certi-
fied arborists and landscape professionals and is a board member of  
AMTOPP.

Greg is retired Area Manager, Northwestern Land Of-
fice, MT Department of  Natural Resources and Conser-
vation, and former National Incident Commander for 
Northern Rockies Team 1

Greg started working as a seasonal firefighter for the 
Montana Department of  Natural Resources and Conser-
vation in 1981 and except for one year as a Forester for 
Champion International in Libby, has spent his career with the DNRC.  
He has worked for the Fire and Aviation Management Bureau in Mis-
soula; the Plains, Libby, Kalispell, and Stillwater Units; the Polson Field 
Office. While most of  his time was spent working in the fir program, he 
spent several decades working directly and indirectly in the Forestry As-
sistance Program including urban forestry.  He retired in April of  2025 
as the Area Manager for the Northwestern Land Office.

Greg has been active on incident management teams since 1998, and 
spent 9 years as the National Incident Commander of  Northern Rock-
ies Team 1, stepping down in 2018.  Greg is a second-generation forest-
er from Montana and received his Bachelor of  Science degree from the 
University of  MT School of  Forestry in 1985. He lives in Kalispell with 
his four children Lavine, Nolan, Akeelah, and Moneque.

Certification, Professionalism, Networking & 
Estimating

The Incident Command System: Your Key to 
Understanding Disaster Response and How to 

Apply It In Your Business
Session 1

Implement Incident Command Breakout 
Session 2

Woad-Mizer ® 

Brent Sarchet
bsarchet@gmail.com

(406) 439-9663
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Fairmont Hot Springs 
Reservation Info

Room Blocks Expire at 
12PM on January 5, 2026

(after this date the rooms are 
released for the public - book 

NOW!)

Below is the direct link for the 
event.  

The group ID is 31751 
 

https://book.b4checkin.com/
chameleon/fairmonthot-

springs#groupSignIn

Call in reservations 
 800-332-3272 

reference 
AMTOPP 
for group

rate.
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Mark Sembach
BioLynceus Biological Solutions

Aaron London
Warne Companies

Conference Line Up Page 13

The Importance of Soil Microbiology Fertilizer Formula and Timing

This presentation will focus on the understanding the importance of  
soil microbiology as it pertains to plant health. Soil health is one of  the 
key components in pest and disease management in turf, trees, orna-
mental plantings, and crops. Mark will discuss organic and sustainable 
programs to help build and and balance the soil food web. Ways to 
improve soil health as a management tool to overcome common pest 
problems will be detailed, along with treatment options which promote 
good soil health and result in better plant health and pest and disease 
outcomes.

Cool season turfgrass growth cycles and nutritional requiremens, in-
cluding nitrogen sources and timing.

I have been working for BioLynceus BioLogical 
Solutions in the agriculture, landscape management 
and soil and water remediation industries for 20 years.  
Originally, I was exposed to the importance of  micro-
biology in my forest soils and ecology classes at Purdue 
University and the University of  Montana.  However, 
BioLynceus has given me the opportunity to experi-
ence real world applications, design treatment programs, create posi-
tive client-based results, and furthered my understanding of  just how 
important microbiology is to human life and natural environments. Mi-
crobiology “makes-the-world “go around!

Aaron London has worked in the pesticide appli-
cation industry for the past five years.  Aaron is ex-
perienced in ornamental and turf  insect and disease 
management.  He has worked as a sales and techni-
cal representative for Warne Companies, covering 
South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Colorado 
and Utah.  Aaron has acquired over five years of  
experience in pesticide and fertilizer applications in the lawn care, tree 
care and pest control industries.  

Dave Stice  
WesSpur/Ascension Group

Dave Stice is a regular at the AMTOPP conference 
and summer training events  Many of  you have met 
Dave over the years and know he is a big supporter 
of  AMTOPP.

Dave’s work experience comes from a variety of  
fields that include commercial fishing in the North-
east Pacific, sawyer on the Hotshots, timber falling 
and production climbing. He served as an aerial res-
cue technician on hurricane cleanups. 

“I have had the honor of  training some of  the best tree climbers I 
know. The skills they acquired have helped them overcome the difficult 
scenarios that they encounter in day to day tree work. I feel fortunate to 
have mentored many people starting out their professional careers; it has 
been extremely rewarding and now it is my pleasure to offer my knowl-
edge and real-world experience to you and your business. My training 
material and consulting services are intended to assist your advancement 
in the industry.”

We will discuss commonalities in incidents and how we get there. We 
will talk about Hueristic Traps, Dunning Kruger effect. We will also 
touch on the importance of  learning moments to prevent future inci-
dents and the importance of  consistent training and implementation 
of  daily protocols

You Can’t Be Right Until You Are Wrong First/ 4 
Decades Of  %#!@ ups.

Billings (406)-256-9499

Kalispell (406)-257-2828

Great Falls (406)-453-8708

Eastern MT (406)-637-2120

Helena (406)-441-2244
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During this presentation you will learn how to identify the emerald 
ash borer, Agrilus planipennis, and the damage it causes to ash trees. 
There will be physical samples of  the adults and larvae, along with 
damaged bark to look at. You will learn about other species that could 
be mistaken for this invasive insect. We will discuss which areas in Mon-
tana are more susceptible., what to do if  you suspect an ash tree is in-
fested, and how to prevent and prepare for the beetle. We will also sum-
marize Montana’s new Emerald Ash Borer Readiness and Response 
Plan.

Amy Gannon
DNRC

Chloe Louise Rice

Chloe Louise Rice
Montana State University 

and
Amy Gannon

MT DNRC

Montana State University

Abi Saeed
Montana State University

Abi Saeed
Montana State University

Damian Stoy
Montana State University

Eva Grimme
Montana State University Extension

Grass Identification Basics

Herbicide Formulations and Adjuvants: 
Hands-on Exercise

Integrated Pest Management of Turfgrass 
Insect Pests and Diseases

Learn about the basics of  grass structures used in identification, 
practice using some dichotomous keys for grass ID, and learn about 
some common ID characteristics of  popular turfgrass species, and 
some common weedy grasses that can be found in turf  and ornamental 
landscapes in Montana.

Hands on lab that focuses on herbicide formulations and adjuvants.  
Participants will interact and use supplies given to learn about the im-
portance of  herbicide ingredients for efficacy and safety.

Turfgrass, whether in residential lawns, golf  courses, or athletic 
fields, faces challenges from a variety of  insect pests, diseases, and abi-
otic stressors. Effective management starts with the correct identifica-
tion of  the problem followed by a strategic approach that balances pest 
control with environmental stewardship. This presentation focuses on 
the symptoms and signs of  the most common insect pests and diseases 
affecting turfgrass in Montana. We will discuss the implementation of  
site-specific integrated pest management (IPM) strategies and give

Abi Saeed is the Extension Horticulture Special-
ist at Montana State University. Abi has a research 
background in pollinator conservation, integrated 
pest management, and pollinator health through 
the University of  Kentucky.

Damian Stoy is a Research Associate in the Dept. 
of  Land Resources and Environmental Sciences at 
Montana State University. His current work focuses 
on invasive plants in crops, range, and wild lands. 
He has over 20 years experience in integrated weed 
management and received a B.S. in Plant and Soil 
Sciences from the University of  Massachusetts.

Dr. Eva Grimme is an Associate Extension Spe-
cialist & Plant Disease Diagnostician at Montana 
State University Bozeman. In the Schutter Diag-
nostic Lab, she is focusing on the identification of  
plant diseases and abiotic issues. She started her 
career as a certified gardener in Germany. She re-

ceived her Master and PhD in Plant Pathology from Montana State 
University working with biological control agents. Dr. Grimme has 
over 20 years of  experience in applied horticulture and has worked 
with a wide variety of  plants including annuals, perennial plants, and 
woody ornamentals.

Chloe is an arthropod diagnostician in the Schut-
ter Diagnostic Lab at Montana State University. She 
identifies arthropods from gardens, parks, and build-
ings. She is currently a collaborator on a multi-state 
emerald ash borer education and outreach program 
funded by the Western Integrated Pest Management 
Center, and she was a contributor to the State of  
Montana Emerald Ash Borer Readiness and Response Plan in 2025.

Amy Gannon is an entomologist for the MT DNRC 
Forest Pest Management Program.  The program as-
sists forest owners/managers with forest insect and 
disease issues by providing technical assistance, work-
shops, grant support, and invasive species surveillance.  
She received a Masters in Entomology at Michigan 
State University with a concentration in forestry.  
When not working in the forest, she stills goes there to run, hike, and 
hang out with her young family.  

Amy Gannon can be reached at 406-542-4283 or agannon@mt.gov.  
The Forest Pest Program website is: www.dnrc.mt.gov/Forestry/Assis-
tance/pests

Emerald Ash Bore ID and Response Training

JENNISON TREE 
SERVICES LLC
Rick - Robert 



M o n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 6
12 PM 6 PM Exhibitor Set Up - Grizzly Room

3 PM 5 PM Registration/Check In Desk Open

Tu e s d a y,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6

 7 AM 8 AM Registration Desk Open
7 AM 8 AM Breakfast - Rocky Mountain Foyer and Grizzly Room

8 AM 8:20 Welcome - AMTOPP President - Owen Nickol -
Housekeeping and Introduce Exhibitors - Cutthroat Room

Start End WORKSHOPS - Cutthroat Room

8:30 9:30 Biology and Control of Voles and Pocket Gophers
Jon Paulsen - Liphatech

9:40 10:40 Ants - Understand Ant Behavior and the Chemistry You Use
Sanya Brandow-Kettler

Nisus
10:50 11:50 Active Ingredients and Formulations - Why Does It Matter

Casey Johnson
Veseris

11:50 12:55 Lunch  - Rocky Mountain Foyer

1:00 2:00 Bed Bugs - Behaviors and Control Options
Rob Ives

CSI
2:00 2:55     Trade Show - Grizzly Room

3:00 4:00 Rodenticides and Baiting Strategies for Commensal Rodents
Stephen Vantassel

Montana Department of Agriculture

4:10 5:10 Back Yard Mosquito Control
Alea Pedroza

Envu

All classes, speakers, and times subject to change without notice.

PEST MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE  - SCHEDULE Page 15



PRE-CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Tuesday,  January 27, 2026
Start End Room

11 AM 12 PM Check In Conference Registration Desk

12 PM 6 PM First Aid/CPR - Misty Sleaford 108

4  PM 6  PM Early Check In Conference Registration Desk

Wednesday, January 28, 2026

Start End Workshop Information Room

7 AM 8:30 AM Check In Conference Registration Desk

8 AM 4 PM Electrical Hazard Training (EHT)  - Dr. John Ball and Mitch Sangl Sapphire

7:30 AM 12 PM ISA Testing (Dudley/Lydia) 108

12 PM 8 PM Vendor Set Up Cutthroat & Hallways

1 PM 6 PM Montana Department of Ag Pesticide License Testing 108

5 PM 6:30 PM Board Meeting Executive Board Room 2nd floor

6  PM 7  PM Early check In Conference Registration Desk

Please note:  All classes, speakers, and designated times are subject to change without notice.  

Thanks to our generous sponsors the registration gift for the 2026 
Ornamental Turf & Tree Conference will be an Arbortec Performance 

T-Shirt Long Sleeve

Arbortec

All Things Green Inc

 Heser Tree Service

Jennison Tree Service

Jonas Sprinklers and Fertilizer

Nitro-Green Helena

Pest 1

SavATree

Rainbow Ecoscience

Tree Amigos Inc

TruGreen Billings

Wood-Mizer

Shirt SponsorsShirt Sponsors

Th a n k  y o u !

T h a n k  y o u !

Page 16



AMTOPP CONFERENCE AGENDA
Thursday January 29, 2026 - Registration Desk Open @ 7AM

6:30 AM 8  AM Vendor Set-up  in Cutthroat, Grizzly,  Meadowlark, and Hallway
6:30 AM 8:30 AM Check In - Conference Registraiton Area

7 AM 8 AM Breakfast Buffet - Rocky Mountain Foyer
7:45  
AM

8:15 AM Opening Session - Owen Nickol - AMTOPP President
 with Exhibitor introductions

Cutthroat  Room

8:20 AM 9:50AM Keynote Address -  Listen, Learn, and Lead...Building Bridges Between Generations
Jim Ingram, Bartlette Tree

WORKSHOPS

Start End Bitterroot
James/Chris

Sapphire Ponderosa Room 108

10 AM 11:00AM Common Insect and 
Disease Issues in Turfgrass

Eva Grimme
and

Abi Saeed
Montana State University 

Extension

Vertebrate Pest Control Addi-
tions to the O & T Category 

Manual
Stephen Vantassel

MT Dept of Ag
Nate

Let There Be Light
Dr. Ball

South Dakota State
 University

Jason

Unlocking Bus. Growth 
Through Community Tree 

Inventories
Hannah Payne 

DNRC
Lydia

11:10 AM 12:10 PM Herbicide Formulations And 
Adjuvant: Hands-On Exercxise

Damian Stoy
Montana State University

Certification, Professionalism, 
Networking & Estimating

Dudley Marburger
Dudlty’s Trees Inc

How to Work from the Hook 
Side of the Crane
Mark Chisholm

Aspen Tree Expert Co
Cooper

Tree ID/Biology and 
Dichotomous Keys
Jake  Degenstein

MT Department of 
Agriculture

Brian

12:10 PM 1:20 PM Annual Membership Luncheon (12:50-1:20) - Cutthroat Room

Bitterroot Sapphire Ponderosa Room 108
1:30 PM 2:30 PM Troublemakers in Turf: 

Common Lawn Weeds in 
Montana

Sarah Holden
Missoula County 

Extension

The Incident 
Command System: Your Key 

to Understanding 
Disaster Response

(must attend this part to 
qualify for the breakout 

session)
Greg Poncin

and
Rob Taylor

Nick

Safety Awarness on the Job - 
Chainsaw PPE

Hannah Maidstone
Arbortec

Jason

Urban Tree Canopy 
Management

Sheri Steckler  
DNRC
Lydia

2:40 PM 3:40PM You Know the Drill...But Do 
You?

Beth Thomas
MT Dept of Ag

Trouble in the Trees: Common 
Pests and Diseases Affecting 

Montana’s Urban Forest
Hannah Horns

Rainbow Ecoscience
Owen

Integrated Pest Management 
for Ponds: Why Treat?

Sam Strickland
All Things Green LLC

Chris

3:40 PM 4:20 PM Trade Show Open
 Cutthroat, Grizzly, and Meadowlark  Rooms

Bitterroot Sapphire Ponderosa Room 108

4:30 PM 5:30 PM Pollinators, Lawn Alternatives, 
and Best Mgmt Practices

Sarah Holden
Missoula County 

Extension

Implement Incident 
Command - Breakout Session
(must have attended 1st part)

Greg Poncin
and

Rob Taylor

Leading By Example
Mark Chisholm

Aspen Tree Expert Co
Cooper

Emerald Ash Bore ID and 
Response Training

Chloe Louise Rice 
Montana State University

and 
Amy Gannon

MT DNRC
Jason

5:30 PM 7PM Social Mix with Cash Bar - Silent Auction & 50/50 Raffle -    Cutthroat Room

7 PM 9:30 PM Dinner,  Presentations of Awards, and Vote New Directors  - (introduction of new Executive Board and New 
Directors - Cutthroat Room

Please note:  All classes, speakers, and designated times are subject to change without notice.  
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TCIA/CTSPTCIA/CTSP
Class CEU

Medical First Aid/CPR 5

Electrical Hazard Training 7

Listen, Learn and Lead-Keynote 1.5

Unlockinig Business Growth Through Comm. 1

How To Work from Hook Side of Crane 1

The Incident Command System 3

Safety Awarness on the Job-Chainsaw PPE 1

Leading By Example 1

You Can’t Be Right Until Your Are Wrong 1

At the time of printing CEU 
information was not available from 

ISA or Urban IPM

The Conference 
Program will have a listing for all the 

CEU’s.

AMTOPP CONFERENCE AGENDA
Friday, January 30, 2026

Start End
7 AM 7:50 AM Pre-Meeting Morning Social - Continental Breakfast 

7 AM 7:50 AM ISA/RMC Round Table Meeting  over breakfast - Cutthroat Room

WORKSHOPS

Bitterroot
James/Chris

Sapphire Ponderosa Room 108

8 AM 9 AM Maximize Profit & Perfor-
mance: Plant Growth Regu-

lators
Jake Leiser

Nufarm

The Importance of Soil 
Microbiology

Mark Sembach
Biolynceus

Lydia
You must attend both sessions to 

receive credit.

Business 
Strategies-Roundtable Dis-

cussion
Mark Chisholm

Aspen Tree Expert Co
Brian

Marketing Strategy for Tree 
Care Companies

Hannah Maidstone
Arbortec

Jason

9 AM 9:50 AM Trade Show Open
10 AM 11 AM Grass Identification Basics

Abi Saeed 
Montana State 

University Extension

Mark Sembach
Biolynceus.net

Lydia
You must attend both ses-

sions to receive credit.

Sex and the Street Tree
Dr. Ball

South Dakota State Uni-
versity
Cooper

Calibration & 
Applicator Safety for Turf/

Structural Pest Prof.
Sarah Holden

Missoula County 
Extension

Chris
11:10 AM 12:10 PM Fertilizer Formula & Timing

Aaron London
Warne Chemical and 

Equipment Co

You Can’t Be Right Until You 
Are Wrong First

Dave Stice
WesSpur/Ascension Group

Nick

Rooted in Practice: Cultural 
Mgmt Strategies for Healthy 

Trees
Hannah Horns

Rainbow 
Ecoscience

Dudley

Jennifer Swanson
Agriculture/Natural 

Resources/4-H Agent Teton 
County
Jason

12:10 PM 1:30PM Lunch - Passing of the Gavel for 2026 President -Raffle Drawing; Annual Meeting Closes -Cutthroat Room

3:00 PM 5:00 PM Board Meeting - Room 108 - All Members Invited and  Welcomed
Please note:  All classes, speakers, and designated times are subject to change without notice. 
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“Safety Awareness on the Job - Chainsaw PPE” This presentation 
delivers a comprehensive, engaging look at workplace safety and the 
critical role of  Personal Protective Equipment in chainsaw operations. 
It covers OSHA and ANSI standards, employer and employee respon-
sibilities, and the anatomy of  effective PPE from helmets and gloves to 
chainsaw-protective pants and boots. With real-world injury data and 
practical best practices, it empowers workers to protect themselves, stay 
compliant, and set the safety standard on every job site.

This talk breaks down practical marketing strategies tailored for the 
tree care industry. We’ll explore how to build a strong brand, attract 
more local clients, and stand out online through storytelling, social 
media, and community engagement. Attendees will leave with simple, 
actionable tools to grow their business, strengthen customer trust, and 
make marketing a consistent part of  their success.

Hannah Maidstone
Arbortec

Safety Awareness on the Job

Marketing Strategy for Tree Care Companies

Hannah Maidstone the Business Relations lead at Ar-
bortec Forestwear, a UK-based manufacturer specializing 
in high-performance chainsaw and protective apparel for 
the forestry and arboriculture industries. With over two 
and a half  years at Arbortec, Hannah plays a key role in 
building partnerships, supporting training providers, and 
strengthening connections across the global tree care com-
munity.

In her current role, Hannah leads the Arbortec Academy, a global ini-
tiative Hannah developed to support education and skills growth in the 
industry. Through the Arbortec Academy, Hannah now works with over 
250 training providers worldwide, helping to equip and inspire the next 
generation of  arborists and land-based professionals.

Before joining Arbortec, Hannah ran her own marketing company, 
where she helped businesses develop their brand identity and outreach 
strategies. Earlier in her career, Hannah managed the Land-Based Stud-
ies department at Easton and Otley College in Norfolk, leading pro-
grams that trained future arborists, foresters, and outdoor professionals.

Blending her background in education, marketing, and industry col-
laboration, Hannah is passionate about creating opportunities that con-
nect people, inspire growth, and elevate standards across the arboricul-
ture sector.

We will look at how using Plant Grown Regulators can help lawn 
care companies increase efficiencies and maximize profits.  We will all 
address how various things such as the environment, equipment, and 
the pest biology play a role in the use of  plant growth regulators.  Also 
why labels are important as well as safety in using any products.

Jake Leiser
Nufarm

Maximize Profit & Performance: How Plant 
Growth Regulators Can...
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Montana’s lawns face an ever-changing lineup of  weedy invaders—
from broadleaf  classics like dandelion and white clover to grassy chal-
lengers like crabgrass and quackgrass. This session will focus on accu-
rate weed identification across the seasons, with a close look at weed 
biology, lifecycle timing, and how that informs integrated management 
strategies. Participants will leave better equipped to distinguish look-
alike species and to choose the right cultural, mechanical, or chemical 
tools based on the site and situation.

Pollinator protection isn’t just an environmental concern—it’s a reg-
ulatory and practical responsibility for pesticide applicators. This in-
teractive class explores how to protect pollinators while maintaining 
healthy turf  and ornamental landscapes in Montana. Participants will 
review label statements and restrictions related to pollinator safety, un-
derstand how pesticide exposure occurs, and discover low-input lawn 
alternatives that reduce pest pressure and chemical dependence. Dis-
cussion will highlight best management practices (BMPs) that balance 
pest control, client expectations, and ecological stewardship.

Accurate calibration and strong safety practices are essential for ef-
fective pest management. This session covers the fundamentals of  cal-
ibrating backpack sprayers, spreaders, and other common equipment 
used in turf, ornamental, and indoor pest control. Learn how to cal-
culate application rates, select proper nozzles, and ensure even prod-
uct coverage while staying compliant with label directions and Worker 
Protection Standards. Emphasis will be placed on PPE selection, spill 
response, and drift prevention to protect the applicator, client, and en-
vironment.

Sarah Holden
Missoula County Extension

Troublemakers in Turf: 
Common Lawn Weeds in Montana

Integrated Pest Management for Ponds: 
Why Treat?

Pollinators, Lawn Alternatives, and 
Best Management Practices

Calibration and Applicator Safety for Turf  and 
Structural Pest Professionals

Sarah Holden has dedicated her career to plant 
sciences and horticultural education. Since 1997, she 
has called Montana home—bringing her Midwestern 
roots and lifelong passion for plants to the landscapes 
of  the West. Sarah’s professional experience spans lo-
cal and state fieldwork, small business ownership, and 
her current role as the Horticulture Extension Agent 
for Montana State University Extension in Missoula 
County.

She enjoys collaborating with others to explore sustainable landscap-
ing, pest management, and agriculture education. Outside of  work, 
you’ll find Sarah on a mountain trail—happily “lost” in the flowers and 
Montana’s native beauty.

Sam Strickland is the owner of  All Things Green LLC, a professional 
horticultural services company serving Missoula and western Montana 
since 2010. His company specializes in landscape maintenance, plant 
health care, arborist services, and natural aquatic management solutions.

A Montana Department of  Agriculture Commercial Pesticide Appli-
cator since 1998 and an ISA Certified Arborist since 2013, Sam holds an 
Associate of  Applied Science in Ornamental Horticulture with an em-
phasis in ornamental propagation from Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College in Tifton, Georgia. He brings over 35 years of  experience in 
the green industry and partners with Ron Pifer of  Environmental Solu-
tions to provide environmentally responsible probiotic pond treatments 
through the Super Aqua Pros™ program.

In recognition of  his professional contributions, Sam was named an 
Honorary Director of  the Association of  Montana Turf  and Ornamen-
tal Pest Professionals (AMTOPP) Board in 2023. When not managing 
projects, Sam enjoys spending time outdoors with his wife and two chil-
dren, fishing, skiing, hunting, and perfecting his new sawmill.

Healthy ponds are the result of  balance, not chance. This session 
introduces the principles of  Integrated Pest Management (IPM)  for 
aquatic environments, helping professionals understand why and when 
to treat ponds to sustain ecological health.

Instructor Sam Strickland, owner of  All Things Green LLC in Mis-
soula and an ISA Certified Arborist, brings over 35 years of  profes-
sional horticultural experience to this topic. Participants will examine 
the biological and environmental drivers of  pond imbalance—nutrient 
loading, algae blooms, oxygen depletion, and sediment buildup—and 
compare the advantages and limitations of  probiotic bacterial and en-
zyme treatments versus conventional herbicide and algaecide applica-
tions.

Designed for turf  and ornamental professionals, this course provides 
practical, science-based approaches to pond management that balance 
effectiveness, environmental responsibility, and long-term sustainability.

Sam Strickland
All Things Green LLC



Company Name: (as it should appear on badge)_________________________________________________________________

Contact name:___________________________________________Address: ____________________________________________________

City: __________________________State: _______Zip: __________ Cell: ______________________Phone: _____________________

Email address: _______________________________________________  Website: _______________________________________________

Registration and Application 
  	 Conference - Pre Conference Classes - Membership

	 				                    January 27 - January 30, 2026

Please list those attending the conference here, (note they must be from the same company, at the same address).  Each individual must be employed by 
this company to receive the member rate.  Please note discounted rate after two full price attendees from same member firm.
1) ________________________________2)_________________________________3)_______________________________
4) ________________________________5)_________________________________6)_______________________________
7) ________________________________8)_________________________________9)_______________________________
10) _______________________________11)_______________________________12)______________________________

Signature____________________________________________                     Date ___________________________

Membership Section for Regular and Associate  - New and Renewal

Membership Regular - has a pesticide license $130 per company $

Membership Associate - no pesticide license $ 65 per company

                                               TOTAL MEMBERSHIP $

Conference registration includes attendance to all seminars, trade show and meals 
served during the conference. It does not include the Pre Conference Classes.

Please make checks payable to AMTOPP.  Mail completed form with check to: 
AMTOPP, 173 Cottonwood Rd., Townsend, MT 59644-9533.  You may pay with a credit 
card through PayPal on the website: www.amtopp.org.  Note: there is a 5% convenience fee for 

all credit card charges.  

PLEASE NOTE: NO REFUNDS AFTER January 5 , 2026 

Silent Auction Items are appreciated and do not have to be related to our indus-
try  If you would like a receipt, please send the value of the item(s) to amtopp@

amtopp.org
I agree to abide by the Association of Montana Turf, Ornamental, and Pest Professionals (AMTOPP) 
ByLaws and any other reasonable codes or standards established by AMTOPP.     For By-Laws: see 
Membership Directory 2023 or contact the AMTOPP office.

Please note: All classes, sessions, speakers, and time are subject to change without prior notice.

For AMTOPP Office use:  Date Paid____________Check #__________/PayPal ID #: _______________________________________________ 
Added to:  Membership File: _____  1990 to Present File: _____   Conf. Registration: ________Name Badges: ___________  QB: ____________

Conference Registration  - (postmark is registration date) Pre Conference Classes (M=member $; NM=non member $)

Conference fees are Pre-Person Pre-Register
Prior 

12/22/2025

Post-Register
After 

12/22/25

How 
Many

Conference 
Total

First Aid 
$135 - M

$145 - NM

EHT
$250 - M

$300 - NM

Pre Conference Classes
 Total

Grand Total
Conference and Classes

Member Rates - 1st two registrations $325 $360 $ $ $

Additional attendees  (each) (after 2 
@ above $)

$310 $345 $ $ $

Spouse/Additional - meals only (served 
Thurs & Fri) Members

  $175   $175

Non-Member Rates $451 $495 $ $ $
Spouse/Additional - meals only 
(served Thurs & Fri) Non Members

$190 $190 $ $ $

TOTAL conf reg & additional meals $ $ $

Grand Total includes: Membership - Conference - Pre Conference Classes (M=member fee; NM=non member fee) $

Host Hotel: Fairmont Hot Spring - 1500 Fairmont Rd, Fairmont, MT - 800-332-3272
REFERENCE: AMTOPP CONFERENCE FOR GROUP RATE  PRIOR TO Noon on 1/5/2026

Please list those attending the pre-conference classes here and circle the class they are attending. E=EHT;  FA=First Aid; 
(1)E/FA____________________________________ 2) E/FA_____________________________________3) E/FA__________________________________
4) E/FA____________________________________  5) E/FA_____________________________________6) E/FA__________________________________
7) E/FA ___________________________________  8) E/ FA_____________________________________9) E/FA__________________________________
10) E/FA___________________________________11) E/FA____________________________________12) E/FA________________________________

Credit Card Payment:      Name on Card: _____________________________________________________ 

Number: ___________-__________-___________-___________  Exp. Date: ______   Sec Code: _______  

Billing Address (if different from above) :__________________________________________  City: __________________ ST: ______ 

Zip Code: __________

Your signature above authorizes payment by this credit card.  A 5% convenience fee will be added to all CC charges.



A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors!A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors!

All Things Green LLC
Sam Strickland
(406) 531-7125

samthegardener@msn.com

Big Twig Forestry
Tom Molitor

(406) 600-9365
tom@bigtwigtreecare.com

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort
Julie Shelton

(406-797-3241
info@fairmontmontana.com 

Heser Tree Service
Lydia and Clint Heser

(406) 740-0931
clheser@gmail.com

Silver Level

Bronze Level

Jennison Tree Service
Rick Jennison

(406) 261-8489
montanatreeguy@yahoo.com

Jonas Sprinklers and Fertilizer
Steve Jonas

(406) 216-2218
stevejonas84@gmail.com

Nitro-Green Helena
Clint Culver

(406) 443-5088
clint@nitrogreenhelena.com

Pest 1
Billy Flesch

(406) 451-1178
pest1mt@gmail.com

Diamond Level
Arbortec

Hannah Maidstone
 (808) 265-1125

hm@arbortec.com
https://arbortec.com/en-us

Tree Amigos Inc.
Jason Stringer

(406) 268-8733
jcstringer12365@msn.com

Rainbow Ecoscience
Joel Spies

 (612) 290-8951
jspies@rainbowecoscience.com

www.treecarescience.com

SavATree
Tony Scott

 (406) 522-8733
tscott@savatree.com

TruGreen Billings
James Roberts
(406) 256-9499

trugreenbillings@gmail.com

Wood-Mizer
Brent Sarchet

(406) 439-9663
bsarchet@gmail.com+

Nisus Corporation
James Rodriguez 

Sanya Brandow-Kettler
 (725) 340-1650 - James
(808) 798-9916-Sanya

jrodriguez@nisuscorp.com
sanyab@nisuscorp.com

FMI Equipment
Spence Andrews
 (509) 927-4071

sandrews@fmiequipment.com
www.fmiequipment.com/Spokane
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Pest Management Conference 
and

Trade Show

Association of  Montana Turf, Ornamental Association of  Montana Turf, Ornamental 
& Pest Professionals& Pest Professionals

Company Name: (as it should appear on badge)_________________________________________________________________

Contact name (if different from 1st attendee):___________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________City: __________________________State: _______Zip: __________ 

Cell: _________________________Phone: ________________________________________ Fax: (______)________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________   Website: _________________________________________

Please list additional names of  attendees

1) ________________________________2)_________________________________3)_______________________________

4) ________________________________5)_________________________________6)_______________________________

Membership -is by company Check below Cost Membership Total 

Regular $130 $
Not Interested In Membership 0

Signature____________________________________________________________________                     Date _____________________________________

Please make checks payable to AMTOPP.  Mail completed form with check to: AMTOPP, 173 Cottonwood Rd., Townsend, MT 59644-9533.  You may pay 
with a credit card through PayPal on the website: www.amtopp.org.  

NO REFUNDS AFTER December 22, 2025  

For AMTOPP Office use:  Date Paid____________Check #__________/PalPal#______________________________________________________________   

Added to Conf. Registration: ________ Added to Mbrship: ___________ 90-Present: _________Name Badges: ___________  Comments: _______________________________

Payment Information
Check enclosed: _______________   Check number:  ____________________________

Credit Card Info:  Visa/MC/Discover/AmEx    Card Number: _______________--____________________--____________________ 
Exp: Date: ___________________        Security Code: _______________Name on Card: __________________________________________________
Billing Address: ___________________________________________City: ________________________________ST: _______  Zip: _________________ 
 OR CALL THE OFFICE WITH THIS INFORMATION (406) 204-0100

Fairmont Hot Spring - 1500 Fairmont Road, Fairmont, MT
FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS CALL: 1-800-332-3272

REFERENCE: AMTOPP CONFERENCE FOR GROUP RATE  PRIOR TO 01/05/2026

Conference Workshops Early Registration Prior to 
12/15/2025

After 12/15/2026 Number of Attendees Registration Total

Member $150 per person 
includes breakfast, lunch 

$175 $

Non Member $185 per person
includes breakfast/lunch

$210 $

Convenience fee for credit cards  .05 on total for membership/conference $
Total Due Membership - Conference - Convenience Fee $



Let There Be Light
We often look at pruning as a means to improve light for the leaves in 

the canopy and the turfgrass on the ground beneath the tree.  But does 
it?  This presentation covers how tree canopies affect the light quantity 
and quality of  the sunlight that passes through them.   We will also 
cover how to manage turfgrasses beneath the tree and how are pruning 
should be “for the tree” rather than “to the tree.”

Sex and the Street Tree
We tend to plant “seedless” cultivars in the community forest but 

what makes these trees seedless and why do they often still produce 
seed? This presentation will cover the sex lives of  our shade and orna-
mental trees, why we plant seedless cultivars, and most important the 
many reasons - from switching sex to rootstock escapes - that explain 
why these cultivars may still produce seed!

Hormones direct a tree’s metabolism and physiology just as they di-
rect ours. Increase your diagnostic prowess and

ability to optimize tree health by working with phytohormones, rath-
er than against them.

Dr. John Ball
 South Dakota State University

The Tao of Tree Hormones

Jennifer Swanson
MSU Extension

Dr. John Ball has been an industry leader for 
the last several decades and has changed the 
arboriculture industry as we know it. He has a 
unique passion to help others succeed and has 
helped thousands of  students and arborists gain 
unsurpassed knowledge in their careers

He is currently a Professor of  Forestry at 
South Dakota State University in Brookings, 
SD with a split appointment in teaching, extension and research.

Jenn Swanson hails from Choteau, Montana, 
where she is the Agricultural and Natural Resourc-
es Extension agent for Teton County as well as an 
advocate for arboriculture as the chairperson of  the 
Choteau Tree and Sidewalk Board.  Prior to joining 
the college of  Extension at Montana State Univer-
sity, she was a biology professor at the University 
of  Providence (formerly University of  Great Falls).
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Raffle Tickets Fund The Scholarship Program

AMTOPP funded four Scholarship programs during 2025:
The Montana 4-H Foundation received $2,000, which was distribut-

ed to four clubs.
Montana FFA Foundation received $1,000 for Kaycee Corbin, who 

will be majoring in Agricultural Technology Education.
David Marburger received $1,000 from the AMTOPP Member 

Scholarship to further his skills in the family business, Dudley’s Trees 
Inc.

The most recent program set up in honor of  Dr. John Ball at South 
Dakota State University received $2,500.

It is through the proceeds from the sale of  raffle tickets that most of  
these funds are generated.  Other funding is through generous dona-
tions to a specific scholarship.

When you purchase a raffle ticket, you are investing in communi-
ties in Montana through 4-H beautification projects, supporting youth 
looking to further their education in horticulture, arboriculture, or ag-
riculture in Montana through FFA, and investing in the workforce for 
our industry through the AMTOPP Member Scholarship, and helping 
those who could use some help and desire a career in horticulture or 
arboriculture.

Your dollars go a long way; plus, if  you are one of  the prize winners, 
you’ll benefit and enjoy some of  the investment.  

Raffle tickets are available now!  Contact the office (406) 204-0100 to 
arrange for one or more!

YOUR 
PREMIER 
PROVIDER
Contact your local specialist today

Mike Doty | 406-670-4713
1966 6th St NE, Great Falls, MT 59404 

7175 Trade Center Ave, Billings, MT 59101

pro.wilburellis.com

First, I would like to thank every-
one on the AMTOPP board for their 
continued support to young profes-

sionals across the region. The scholarship and educational opportuni-
ties that this organization provides are incredibly valuable. Seeing the 
time and energy that goes into organizing the summer workshops and 
winter conferences is inspiring and only drives me to continue develop-
ing my knowledge in the green industry. As a young professional, there 
are times when you start to plateau, but receiving the scholarship last 
year was very beneficial to the advancement of  my career in this in-
dustry. The scholarship allowed me to purchase the necessary elements 
to help me pass my ISA certification. It is the beginning of  the lengthy 
journey of  education, and I would like to thank AMTOPP once again 
for providing the opportunity for me to do so.

Thank You!Thank You!
By: David Marburger
Dudley’s Trees Inc



2025 OFFICERS - Executive Board

DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Jason Stringer, Tree Amigos Tree Service; 406) 268-8733; jcstringer12365@msm.com; Term Expires 1/2026
Cooper Elwood, Mountain Tree Company; (406) 529-0185; coopere@gmail.com; Term Expires: 1/2027 
Dudley Marburger, Dudley’s Trees; 406-212-3391; dudleystrees@centurytel.net; Term Expires: 1/2028
Nate Nunnally,  Montana Pest Solutions ; (406) 544-0717; nate@montanapestsolutions.com; Term Expires: 1/2029
Nick Merriman, Trees for Life; (406) 216-2218; nick@merrimansnorthwestllc.com; Term Expires: 1/2029 
Brian Heagy, Circle B Saw and Tree; (406) 899-7700; circle.b.saw.tree@gmail.com; Term Expires: 1/31/2029
Casey Johnson, Veseris; (208) 329-0677; casey.johnson@veseris.com; Term Expires 1/31/2029

Trudie Southwick - amtopp@amtopp.org - (406) 204-0100

amtopp@amtopp.org www.amtopp.org

President -Owen Nickol; Oxen Tree Services (406) 270-1506; oxen@ronan.net; Term Expires 1/2027
Vice President - James Roberts, TruGreen; (406) 860-9443; @gmail.com: Term Expires 1/2028
Secretary/Treasurer -Chris Galanti, Galanti Lawn & Landscape; (406) 212-4850; chris@galantilandscaping.com: Term 
Expires 1/2029
Past President - Lydia Heser, Heser Tree Service; (406) 740-0931; clheser@gmail.com; Term Expires 2026


