




















Some New Words

• Cecidology – the study of galls 
produced by insects, fungi, mites 
and other organisms

• Cecidogen – a substance that can 
produce a gall



How do insects and mites produce 
galls in plants?

• Selective wounding of growing tissues 
produces cellular changes 

• Introduction of chemicals (cecidogen) 
that cause cellular changes

Important Note: Gall production 
results from effects on actively 
growing (meristematic) tissues







Gall-Making Aphids
• Adelgidae (adelgids)

–Associated with conifers
–Host alternation common 

• Eriosomatinae (“woolly aphids”)
–Associated with deciduous plants
–Host alternation common















































































































































































































































Gall Insect Management

• Carefully assess the actual 
damage
–Overestimation of effects is 

typical; Gall production typically 
looks worse than it is

–Only developing tissues can be 
transformed to galls





Do they overwinter on the 
plant?

Dormant season sprays can 
usually be effective







Do they overwinter off the 
plant?

Treatments should 
coincide with egg laying
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