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On Thursday, July 27, AMTOPP, DNRC, 
and Dave Stice of  WesSpur Tree Equip-
ment provided an aerial rescue training in 
Clinton, MT.

The training was initially scheduled at 
Lake Inez, near Seeley, but was changed at 
the last minute.  Due to the Colt Mountain 
fire, just days before the event was to take 
place, a venue change had to be arranged.  
Rob Dillon, a fellow arborist and AMTOP-
Per, owner of  Robert Dillion Tree Service, 
provided the perfect location in Clinton.  I 
want to thank Rob for his continued support 
of  AMTOPP and for coming through with a 
place for the training class.  Rob had plenty 
on his plate but set it aside to ensure the site 

was ready for the 
training, given 
there were only 
about three days 
to rearrange his 
schedule and 
crew and put 
them on the task 
of  preparing the 
training site.  As 
always, he came 
through when 
AMTOPP needed him the most.

In addition to Rob’s contribution, the 
DNRC and Dave Stice were contributors.  
Thanks to Jamie Kirby with DNRC for pro-
viding the resources needed to cover most of  
the expenses for the training.

Finally, Dave Stice, your continued ded-
ication to making arboriculture as safe as 

possible has helped many.  Thanks, Dave; 
you are an unbelievable asset to AMTOPP 
and the arboriculture industry.

I would also like to thank those who par-
ticipated in the training.  I encourage all 
of  you to continue to participate in future 
events.  I hope to see you all at the confer-
ence in late January 2024.

Be safe.

Aerial Rescue Training

Saluting Branches - Big Timber

Another year of  Saluting 
Branches has come to an end. 
Not enough thank you’s can 
be said to everyone involved 

for their hard work, dedication, and support. Volunteers across 
the country gather for this event to donate their time to give back 
to veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms. 

The following companies deserve recognition for donating 
their time and equipment in Big Timber, Montana:

	 •Sapphire Forestry
	 •SavATREE
	 •Big Twig Tree and Forestry
	 •ArborCare
	 •Heser Tree Service
	 •City of  Whitefish
	 •AMTOPP
	 •American Legion Post 19
	 •Sweet Grass County
	 •Tamarack Insurance Agency
	 •TruGreen Billings & Helena
	 •All Things Green
	 •Mountain Tree Co
	 •Young’s Tree & Forestry
	 •Oxen Tree Service
	 •Tree Amigos
	 •WesSpur

By: Tom Molitor
President

See Saluting Branches  page 9

By: Jason Stringer
Director
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Now that we have seen the first snow of  the 
year, we can prepare ourselves for the most 
dreaded question of  the fall. “Can you get 
this done before winter!?”

We will often say yes, knowing full well that 
it already is winter, continuing our work until 
the phone stops ringing. And then what?

One of  the most difficult things of  our in-
dustry is balancing the slow times after the 
season’s chaos. If  we were only this much 

busier in the winter, then we could keep a bigger staff all year. Keeping 
the lights on when money is slow is no easy task.

A good plan going into the winter can soften the blow.
It is time to weigh out the breakdowns and repairs that we have been 

fighting all year.
Do we send our frustrating equipment down the road? And if  so, do 

we buy new or used?
Spoiler alert: There are no good deals on new or used, and the inter-

est rates are higher than we have seen for a long time. It could pencil 
out to put $20,000+ into an old truck because the cost of  a new out-
fitted rig is so high. Of  course, planning your large purchases as they 
intersect with your goals is something that one should speak about with 
their accountant. 

Budgeting and timing our repairs for a winter shut down can be help-
ful to keep our staff rolling.

Estimating the repairs and comparing our payroll costs keeps the 
money in house compared to hiring a repair shop. However, it is im-
portant to know one’s limitations, and everyone remain safe during 
shop time. Hiring a repair shop for diagnostics and an inspection gives 
us the knowledge to pick and choose what we are capable of  fixing. If  a 
tree/lawn company does not have their own shop, then perchance they 
could rent for a few months.

It’s time to run through every saw on the shelf, and maybe fix up the 

one that hasn’t run for several years. It might only be a $100 piston 
that took you an hour to replace. Have a pro saw beyond repair? Be 
honest with what you have and fire sale it on eBay, marketplace, or a 
saw forum.

Starting 2024 with fresh saws, no dull chains or knives, and no reason 
to sharpen a chain for the first quarter or even half  of  the year would 
prevent significant lost time on the job site.

Budgeting hours or even a day to inspect all climbing gear, ropes, and 
PPE is crucial. Speaking for myself, I never want to question my gear 
when I am at height, I have enough on my mind.

DOT and Aerial lift inspections are Ideal early in the year so there is 
no downtime mid-season.

The same goes for tires, brakes, steering and suspension components 
on vehicles. Don’t forget to check your trailer safety equipment as well. 
The Montana CDL Exam study guide is a great resource checklist even 
if  your truck is not over-CDL.

Of  course, the most important winter plan will be joining us for our 
AMTOPP conference.

Tom Molitor
2023 President

JENNISON TREE  SERVICES LLC
Rick - Robert - Misty - Sackett



By: Owen Nickol
Secretary/Treasurer

Board Meetings and Events

Hello to everyone in the AMTOPP 
community.  It’s hard to believe that we 
have already passed the half  way point 
of  2023.  

The third board meeting of  the 2023 
season occurred July 28 by Clinton 
Montana.  This meeting was originally 
scheduled to be held at Jason’s cabin 
next to Lake Inez, but with the advanc-
ing Colt fire, it was moved.  Thanks to 
Rob Dillon for allowing us to use his 
shop, and going out of  his way to ac-
commodate us with such short notice.    

The day before this board meeting 
there was an Ariel rescue class, so the 
board discussed about how to increase 
the role of  AMTOPP providing training 
opportunities.  The discussion talked 
about having more classes throughout 
the year and working with other agen-
cies.

Also, at this meeting the board has re-

ally started to get all things for the next 
conference laid out.  We all agreed that 
we needed to have the next board meet-
ing at Fairmont so that we could get all 
the layout for the conference planned.  
We also agreed that we needed to cap 
the attendance for this year as we don’t 
want to create any problems with over-
crowding.  

The board also discussed the plans 
this year for Saluting Branches.  It was 
discussed how it would be in Big Tim-
ber and that we had plenty of  work for 
everybody and all the equipment they 
could bring.  A meeting was scheduled 
to preview the cemetery before the ac-
tual work day, so better planning could 
be made.      

As always, if  you have any questions 
or would like a copy of  the meeting min-
utes, feel free to reach out to me (oxan@
ronan.net).  Thank you for the opportu-
nity to serve as your secretary/treasurer 
for the 2023 season.

Synopsis of  Board Meeting 7/28/23

October 13 - Quarterly Board Meeting - 10AM - 3PM - 
Executive Board Room
  Group Rates for lodging Thursday (13) & Friday (14) 

January 23-24 - Landscape Irrigation Auditor Class (2 day 
class) Pre Conference Class - 8AM - 5PM - 
 Pre Registration Required

January 23 - First Aid/CPR Class - Pre Conference Class - 
12-6 PM - Pre Registratin Required

January 24 - Electrical Hazard Training - Dr. John Ball - Pre 
Conference Class - 8AM - 4PM - Pre Registration Required

January 24 - Quarterly Board Meeting - 5 - 6:30 PM - Room 
108

January 25-26 - Annual Conference and Trade Show - Regis-
tration Open Now

January 26 - Board Meeting - 3 - 5:30 (times subject to change 
without notice) - Room 108
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All Events At Fairmont Hot Springs - Oct - January 2024



Montana can have harsh winter conditions 
that can sometimes challenge even our hardi-
est trees and shrubs, especially if  steps aren’t 
taken to set them up for the best success. Last 
winter was especially tough on many of  our 
landscape trees and shrubs, and we saw signif-
icant amounts of  winter injury across the state. 

Follow these tips to set your trees and shrubs 
up for a more successful winter this year by 
allowing them to harden off and protecting 
them from common winter-related injuries. 

Dieback in Deciduous Trees
Dieback can occur on sensitive shoots and 

buds during temperature extremes, and can 
especially be an issue in marginally hardy trees 
and shrubs. Floral buds are more susceptible 
to dieback than leaf  or stem buds, which can 
result in a reduction or lack of  flowering and 
fruiting in the following growing season. It can 
be difficult to completely prevent winter die-
back, but a few steps can be taken to reduce 

the likelihood. 
	 •Select regionally hardy trees, shrubs, 

and rootstock for your growing climate and 
make sure that they are well-taken care of  and 
healthy going into winter.

	 •Marginally hardy plants should be 
placed in more sheltered locations and, if  pos-
sible, planted in groups.

	 •Avoid fertilizing and pruning late 
summer and fall to reduce the amount of  new 
tender growth going into the winter. 

	 •Make sure trees are watered suffi-
ciently throughout the growing season, and 
check soil moisture regularly. Watering should 
continue until the ground freezes. It is es-
pecially important to keep watering newly 
transplanted trees and shrubs because they 
experience the most water-stress due to their 
underdeveloped root systems. 

Sunscald
Sunscald (also referred to as southwest inju-

ry) occurs when the sun heats up the bark of  
trees, which can begin stimulating cell activ-
ity in the winter. As temperatures drop after 
the sun disappears, these active cells can be 
killed, which results in cracking and splitting 
damage in the bark. This is especially likely in 

younger and newly 
transplanted trees, 
heavily pruned trees, 
as well as dark and 
thin-barked trees 
(such as cherries, 
plums, crabapples, 
ash, linden, maples, 
and honey locust). 
This is also more 
common in the 
south and southwest 
direction, where sun 
intensity is highest. 

	
•	Protect susceptible 
trees by wrapping 
their bark in white 
tree wraps, plastic 
guards, or white la-
tex paint to reflect 
the intense sunlight. 

Remove tree 
wraps and plastic 
guards in the spring 
as active growth re-
sumes, to prevent 
constriction and gir-
dling.

 

Evergreen Winter Injury
Winter injury (also referred to as winter 

burn and desiccation) can be an issue for ever-
green trees and shrubs, especially during long 
and dry winters. Unlike deciduous trees and 
shrubs, evergreens continue to lose moisture 
through transpiration in the winter. When the 
ground is frozen, and especially during peri-
ods of  low humidity, low precipitation, and 
high winds, these evergreens can lose more 
moisture than they can replenish, which re-
sults in drying out and browning of  needles 
and leaves. Damage is most often seen on 
the south, southwest, and windward sides of  
the plant, but can sometimes affect the entire 
plant. Although all evergreens are susceptible, 
this can be especially problematic on broad-
leaf  evergreens due to their larger leaf  surface 
area and subsequent potential moisture loss. 

	 •Plant marginally hardy and highly 
susceptible evergreens in locations protected 
from high winds and intense winter sun.

	 •Avoid late summer and fall pruning 
and fertilizing (which encourages new growth), 
because new growth is more susceptible to 
winter injury.

	 •Make sure trees are watered suffi-
ciently throughout the growing season, so they 
are not water-stressed going into the fall. 

	 •After letting your trees harden off by 
slightly reducing watering in September, make 
sure they receive plenty of  water in the fall 
(October) until hard freeze.  

	 •On sunny winter days during pe-
riods of  very limited or no snow cover, these 
evergreen trees may need occasional supple-
mental watering

From Our Affiliates
Reducing Winter-Related Injury in Landscape Trees
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By: Abi Saeed
Extension Horticulture 
Associate Specialist, 
Montana State University.

See Injury page 7



While the much-needed precip-
itation this season benefited our 
state, the extra moisture also fa-
vored the development and spread 
of  fungal diseases. Aspen trees 
were affected by several fungal 
pathogens including Marssonina 
spp., Venturia spp., and Melamp-
sora spp. Although these fungal 
pathogens can result in some aes-
thetically unpleasing symptoms, 
there are a few strategies that can 
help minimize their presence and 
reduce the likelihood of  heavy 
disease presence in the future. 
Marssonina Leaf  Spot
Marssonina leaf  spot is a com-
mon disease found in aspen, cot-
tonwood, and willow trees. The 
fungal pathogen (Marssonina 

spp.) survives winter on 
fallen leaves. In spring, 
warmer and wet weath-
er promotes spore de-

velopment and dissemination to 
new leaves. Small dark-brown 
spots, often with yellow margins, 
develop on young leaves. If  the 
weather stays favorable during 
late summer, secondary infections 
occur, and the spots may coalesce 
to form larger lesions on leaves. 
Infection may cause leaves to be 
stunted in growth and drop pre-
maturely. Young shoots are also 
susceptible to infection and may 
show lesions. While not lethal on 
its own, reoccurring Marssonina 
leaf  spot can weaken a tree and 
make it more susceptible to oth-
er diseases and disorders in the 
future.

Leaf  and Shoot Blight
Early this season we observed an 
increased number of  Venturia 
leaf  and shoot blight affecting 
young aspen trees. The fungus 
(Venturia spp.) overwinters in in-
fected leaves & shoots. During 
wet spring weather, spores are 
produced in infected plant tissues 
and dispersed by splashing rain 
and wind. New infections start 

as black leaf  spots or necrotic tis-
sue at leaf  margins which may be 
mistaken as frost damage. These 
necrotic areas increase in size 
quickly and may kill leaves and/
or shoots, resulting in drooping 
branch tips often referred to as a 
“shepherd’s crook.”

Melampsora Leaf  Rust
Increased symptoms of  leaf  rust 
disease were also observed this 

Aspen Leaf  Spots and Blight

By: Dr. Eva Grimme
Associate Extension Specialist II;
Montana State University

Marssonina leaf blight on aspen leaves.
 Photo by Eva Grimme, 

Montana State University
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Shepherd’s crook leaf and shoot 
blight (Venturia spp.) on aspen.

 Photo by William Jacobi, Colorado 
State University, Bugwood.org) 

See Blight on page 9












